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Flags and Terorisom 

In direct opposition to the message embraced by those who wave the Jihadism movement flag, Zenith Gallery artist 

Dalya Luttwak transformed the colors and shapes found within the design of the American flag into a profound, 

graceful, and powerful memorial for those who were lost on 9/11. 

  

In her painted steel piece 

“Tribute to New York City,” Dalya evokes the skyscrapers and the rubble of the World Trade Center attack. Luttwak’s 

version of the attack…really, it’s a bit like seeing a very simplified model of the aftermath – is far more complex and 

intriguing than merely a few pieces of painted steel. Let’s look a little more closely at her work. First, color. She’s 

included the classic American flag palette of red, white and blue. Blue at the base is evocative of both the harbor and 

the sky (from out of which the planes flew), but it also could represent the holes in the ground and the blackened 

rubble. White horizontal and vertical planes can be seen to represent both the negative ‘empty’ space where the 

towers used to be, and also very simplified skyscrapers themselves. They are both ‘there’ and ‘not there.’ Being both 

‘there’ and ‘not there’ is what a memorial speaks to, on the human level as well. Finally, red – red is so powerful. In 

our culture, red represents blood, pain, anger, and savage fury. In our culture, red also represents a different kind of 

passion – love. Luttwak has achieved a piece that upon closer examination incorporates the strong extreme sense of 

both loss and presence, passionate pain and passionate love. Perhaps she is suggesting we respond to the fury and 

the anger of the terrorists with love. Perhaps she is saying love will conquer all? After all, the red is ‘on top’ of the 



rubble. Whatever your final assessment, you can’t deny the piece is both elegant and eloquent. And, it’s extremely 

patriotic, but it does not ever feel jingoistic. Quite an achievement – and we are thrilled to showcase this work. 

  
	  


